Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 298 K; mean (C-C) = 0.017 Å; R factor = 0.045; wR factor = 0.124; data-to-parameter ratio = 22.8.
The title compound, [Sn(C 3 H 7 )(C 6 H 5 ) 2 (C 2 H 2 ClO 2 )] n , comprises polymeric carboxylate-bridged spiral chains with two monomer formula units in the asymmetric unit. Both Sn centres exhibit similar distorted trigonal-bipyramidal [C 3 SnO 2 ] coordination, with the O atoms of the carboyxlate ligands in trans positions.
Related literature
For the structures of similar organotin compounds, see: Amini et al. (2002 Amini et al. ( , 2006 ; Ng et al. (1988) ; Teo et al. (2004) . The synthesis of the precursor diphenyl-n-propyltin(IV) iodide follows the procedure given by Snegur & Manulkin (1964) .
Experimental
Crystal data [Sn(C 3 the synthesis of these compounds (mixed organic groups on tin) is not always straightforward, only a few structures have been reported. For mixed aryl/alkyl carboxylates the structures of diphenylmethyltin (Amini et al., 2006) , diphenylmethyltin (Amini et al., 2002) and diphenylcyclopentyltin (Teo et al., 2004) are known. For all these structures, the Sn centres are carboxylate-bridged (Ng et al., 1988) . This structural motif is also realised in the title compound which consists of two independent molecules in the asymmetric unit (Fig. 1) 
Triphenyl-n-propyltin was prepared by using a conventional Grignard reaction based on triphenyltin chloride. The reagent was then treated with elemental iodine in order to cleave one of the three aromatic groups to yield diphenyl-n-propyltin(IV) iodide (Snegur & Manulkin, 1964) . The latter (0.20 g, 0.45 mmol) was combined with silver monochloroacetate (0.09 g, 0.45 mmol) in methanol (10 ml), and the resulting AgI precipitate was removed by filtration. The solid obtained from concentration of the filtrate was purified by recrystallisation from a methanol-hexane (1:1 v/v) mixture to yield block-shaped, colorless crystals with an average size of about 0.3 mm (melting point 385 K).
Refinement
The H atoms were placed in calculated positions (C-H = 0.93-0.97 Å) and included in the refinement in the riding model approximation, with their displacement parameters set at 1.2 or 1.5 (propyl) times U eq (C) of their parent atom.
Figures Fig. 1 . The asymmetric unit of the title compound as a portion of the polymeric chain, showing the atom labelling scheme and displacement ellipsoids drawn at the 30% probability level.
Crystal data [Sn(C 3 
Special details
Geometry. C29-Sn2-C23 116.2 (3) C12-C17-H17 120.9 C29-Sn2-C20 120.0 (4) C16-C17-H17 120.9 C23-Sn2-C20 121.8 (4) O4-C18-O3 125.3 (7) C29-Sn2-O3 94.5 (3) O4-C18-C19 115.7 (7) C23-Sn2-O3 90.1 (2) O3-C18-C19 119.0 (8) C20-Sn2-O3 99.1 (3) C18-C19-Cl2 116.7 (7) C29-Sn2-O2 86.4 (2) C18-C19-H19A 108.1 C23-Sn2-O2 84.4 (2) Cl2-C19-H19A 108.1
Geometric parameters (Å, °)

